

DA l LV;? EXPRESS reader offer 


Autocontrg- 


‘We face having a 
gypsy site just 30ft 
from our back door’ 
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STEWART: Promising footballer 

Canoe boy, 
13, drowns 


A THIRTEEN- year-old footballer 
on the books of Reading FC has 
drowned In a canoeing accident 
as his friends watched In horror 
from the rtverbank. 

Firemen and a rescue boat 
pulled Stewart McEwan from the 
water In the Welsh hills on 
Saturday afternoon. 

He was airlifted to hospital In 
Hereford but was pronounced 
dead on arrival. 

Stewart, from Earley. In 
Reading, had been on a week- 
long school trip. 

Police were yesterday 
Interviewing other teenagers 
who were on the bank of the 
rtver Usk in Brecon, Powys, and 
saw the tragedy. 

The group were on an 
“activities ' break. The Usk Is 
popular with canoeists, 
especially in winter when it is 
more challenging. 

»»CSt ba&irrrrtrrs start on tno 
nearb y Brecon and Radnor 
canal before progressing to the 
rtver. But river conditions were 
described by local canoelsta as 
“fairty relaxed" on Saturday, 
with no danger spots. 

Stewart s family travelled to 
Brecon after being told of the 
drowning. His parents said: "We 
are devastated. He was a boy 
that grabbed life. 

"He loved his sport and there 
wasn’t one thing he didn't 
enjoy. We were very proud of all 
his sporting achievements, 
particularly when he was signed 
by Reading FC this year." 

This summer Powys coroner 
Peter Maddox called for tighter 
rules governing canoe hire on 
rivers following the death of a 
nine-year-old girl from West 
Yorkshire In fast-flowing rapids. 


Epping Forest 


District Council 


Dear Mr. and Mrs Ruddiqan 


IMPOtnum THIS MAT AfTICT TOUR PROKRTT 
Please may I draw your attention lo in important 
report ehtch may died land you have slated that 
row owi or lor ■hdt a land registry seardi has 
, J that you are tie oner. 


WARNING: The council letter 

has ordered regional planners 
to come up with sites for the 
extra 4,000 pitches and has 
handed over £20million In 
grants to councils to create 
legal encampments. 

Ministers insist the move will 
save money in the long run by 
cutting the £18million spent 
annually on trying to evict 
travellers from illegal sites. 

The Government wants 
almost 4,000 new pitches on 48 
sites - Including 19 new or 
extended sites 

The Tory leader of Epping 
Forest Council, Di Collins, 
insisted it had only carried out 
the consultation because it 
was a Government directive. 

She said: “It won’t be us 
making the compulsory 
purchase orders but the 
Government using the Homes 
and Community Agency 

“We are hoping it won’t come 
to anything like that because 
we have already got far more 
pitches than we need now, as 
we have 90 

“The Government has come 
down with a very heavy hand 
on this. None of this is what we 
would have done if we had not 
been directed to.” 

Hundreds of locals have been 
voicing their concerns at meet- 
ings across Essex. 

The borough of Epping 


Forest has been earmarked for 
123 pitches - 250 mobile homes 
- sparking outrage 
But Chris Whitwell, of 
Friends, Travellers and 
Families, said: “There are 
around 25,000 gypsies and trav- 
ellers who do not have fixed 


places to live at the moment. 
We think that is disgraceful. 
The shortfall of pitches should 
be addressed as soon as possi- 
ble Gypsies have been in this 
country for 500 years, isn’t it 
about time people started to 
accept them?” A Communities 


FURIOUS: Terence Ruddigan. 
above, and his house and land 
inset top, and left, a site for 
travellers at Crays Hill, Essex 

and Local Government spokes- 
woman denied people would 
face compulsory land sales. 

“It is a matter for councils to 
identify authorised sites for 
travellers, as a good supply of 
authorised sites can break the 
vicious circle of evictions that 
is costly to taxpayers." she said. 
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Why British food is going down a treat abroad 


IT SEEMS Britain's reputation 
for bad food and drink is 
well and truly behind us and 
foreigners now can’t get 
enough of our grub. 

Exports of British food and 
drink have hit a record high 
with annual figures set to 
exceed £13billlon for the first 
time, it was revealed yesterday 

Latest six-month figures 

r.bp/lmx 


show exports are up 15.5 per 
cent on the same period last 
year, according to consultancy 
experts Food from Britain 
The rises are largely thanks to 
the weaker pound, but house- 
hold names such as Colman’s 
Mustard and Twining* tea are 
going down a treat 

Whisky, gin and beer, remain 
the UK’s biggest export, up 17.5 


per cent year-on-yeur. But tons 
of our fish, cheese and cakes are 
also being eaten across the 
world 

Chris Brockman, of Food 
from Britain, said “The UK has 
completely broken free from its 
island mentality and Is now 
starting to see the world as a 
global trading village ’’ 

Beef exports were up J2 3 per 


cent - a far cry from the days of 
the BSE scares while lamb 
exports grew by 23.6 per cent. 

Central and eastern Europe 
are leading the growth, with 
exports to Russia up 19.9 per 
cent. Poland up 53 per cent and 
Hungary up 58.2 per cent 

The established markets of 
Holland. Ireland and France 
also show double digit growth 


From Pago One 


released by Epping Forest 
Council state ’’Wherever possi- 
ble. we would seek the owners’ 
agreement but as a matter of 
last resort the option of com- 
pulsory purchase is there." 

Shadow Local Government 
Secretary Eric Pickles said: 
"The fact that Labour has 
Riven the green light for these 
land grabs is unreasonable and 
economic madness as we head 
towards a recession 
“This whole issue can be 
traced back to the former 
Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott's obsession* with 
imposing targets to build new 
traveller camps, often on green 
Qeld land, through unelected 
regional assemblies ” 

Mr Ruddigan, who has had a 
small field next to his house 
earmarked for a traveller site, 
said: “I have lived in this house 
with my wife for 34 years and 
we keep a few chickens, geese 
and horses in the field. 

“My wife and I are furious 
that Just 30ft away from our 
back door we could have a 
gypsy site. 

“What about the rubbish 
they produce? What about our 
safety? None of this is given 
any concern by the 
Government." 

The Department of Comm- 
unities and Local Government 




